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LET T E R L 

SIR, 

YOU have often remarked in Cohveifa* 
tion» that thefe la^; niDic or ten Years 
have produc'd more Earthquakes and 
other unufiial Phenomena inNature, than ever hap- 
pen'd in tfie World in the lame Space of Time finoc 
the general Deluge. You obferved too, upon th€ 
Occafion, as I remember, that you muft look 
upon them as preparatory to Ibme great Event, 
which feeni'd' to be near at hand, and confe- 
quently, as Signs lent to rouze Mankind out of 
dieu: prelent Lethargy. The late very uncom- 
mon, as well as extraordinary Commotions rti 
the Water, obferv*d firft at Portfmoutb^ then 
felt in Holland and other Places to the Nortlt- 
ward» and immediately fucceeded by the tottd 
DeflTu6Hon of one of the moft optifcnt, popu- 
lous, and, to the Eye (as viewed from the River 
^agfis) molt magnificent Cities^ in Europey na- 
turally brought your Remarks to Mind, and led 
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me into a Tram of Thinking upon fo intercftmg 
a Subjcd. I believe I may be allowed to call it 
the moft interefting of all wSubjeds at this Junc- 
ture; iince an Earthquake, th^ moft terrible of 
all Divine Judgments, may, in the fnialleft Space 
of Time, bury a whole People- without DifUnc- 
tion of Rank, Age, or Sex," in one promifcuous 
Ruin* 

If we caft dur Eyes upon the Accounts which 
fucceflively and almoft daily arrive, of Earth- 
quakes ftill happening in different Parts along 
the Coafts of Spaih^ Portugal^ and other Places, wc 
ihall be tempted to think, that the^dreadful Cata- 
ihophe of the unhappy City oiUJbon^ is but the 
Beginning of Sorrows : And when we rcfleft upon 
the Shock perceived the 1 7th of the fame Month 
rin the County of Cumberland^ which, by the Ac- 
count we receiv'd of it, was more violent than 
any yet felt in this IQand within the Period I 
mentioned, we fhall be apt to fe*r, that God is 
about to revifit this Nation with a hea\aer Hand ; 
both which Confiderations ought moft cert^ly 
to awaken our Attention. 

Nor fhall I confine myfelf to the Subjeft of 
.Earthquakes only. The numerous and uncom- 
mon luminous Appearances, whether as Meteors, 
.or as Refcmblances of what we term the Aurora 
Borealis^ which have] been obferved within this 
Period of Tune, together with the late furprifing 
Hurricane in the Venetian Territories upon the 
Mriatick Gulph j and the late much more afto- 
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ftifliing Account which, we received fronvJ3^»- 
fnark of die Thunder, LigTatning, and unconunon 
warm Weather in fo high a Latitude as ff^efi 
Greenland^ CGnsiiAy nierit our Regard-, as thejr 
all tridendy proceed from the lame Caufc, and 
all feem plainly to point to the fame End. 

Our Philofophers have taken infinite Pains 
to find out what they call the Natural Caufes o£ 
thefe Phenomena. They have vifited Etna and 
Vefuvius\ they have explored the Depths of 
Mines ; they have ranlack'd the very Bowels of 
the Earth, to know what Materials Nature makes 
Ufe of upon thefe Occafions, in which fhe feems 
ibmedmes to deviate from thofe Laws, which 
they themfelves have been pleafed to aillgn her. 
Chymiftiy has been tortur'd a thoufand ways 
to explain the Mode of Operation which Nature 
is fuppoicd to follow. The well known Expe- 
riment of the violent Explofion joined with ac-^ 
tual Fire, which arifes from the Mixture of two 
aduaJly cold Bodies, fuch as an Oil. and Spirit, 
and the artificial Earthquake produced by a Mix^ 
ture of Filings of Stcel-fulphur and Water, gave 
them Hopes that their Refearches were crown'd 
with Succefi; and the numerous Experiments 
lately made in Eiearicity, confirmed them in the 
Opinion of their having trac*d Natime thro' her 
hitherto untrack'd Padis in the Clouds ; vifited 
her aerial Magazines of Thunders and Light* 
nings, Stonns and Tempefts, and penetrated in- 
•tp the very inmoft Receiles of that upaginary 
B ,2 Being. 
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B^g. Hypodides hw^t been imrent&l tsaxaft 
Ages agp to account for all the vaiioiis Opeaca^ 
dons of Nature^ andfiq>ported byrall tfae.Forasxit 
the moft abftraft and fubtile Rea&iiing$. Thdb 
have appeared in a Kind of SuccefSon, juft at 
the later Philoibphers thou^t they Sbnt much 
ckarer into the Nature of Things, nd confe- 
quendy fancied themielves much nd&r dban their 
Predecellbrs. Thus the Arifiotelian feems to have 
triumjdi'd over all which preceded it ; that in great 
Meaiure gave Way to the Cartefian^ aiid the 
Cartefian leems now to be almdl: whdly ex-^ 
ploded by the Newtonian. Each Syilem had 
its zealous Pardzans in its rei^)e£ttve Day; 
nor did the more novel Opinion prevail without 
the warmeft Oi^ofidon. Even Reli^on wa9 
lugg'd in to fupport the ATifiotelianV)cSLo{Q^% 
and national Prejudice frequendy interfbred in 
the Dilutes between the Followers of Des Cartes 
and Newton^ as each was jealous of the Honour 
of his refpedive Country. Theories have been 
fram'd, and new ones are continually framing in 
different Branches of the fame Syftem. Experi- 
ments are produc'd^ and frequendy ilrain'd as 
may beft fcrve the Purpofe of die Author of each 
Theory. Many inflances of this Kind mi^t 
be ^yen ; but I fhall wave this Subjed at pre* 
fcnt» as it would draw me off too much froni 
my prefentDefign. 

If then we examine the Writings of all the 
NaturaHfb who have treatsodof this fiubje&t mv 
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ftall find that* they agree unanimoufly in this 
PcMitf: : That thcw is an a(aual Fire which per-* 
^ades the whole UniTerfe : That this Fire is the 
jSrftj or principal Agent or Caufc, not only of 
all luminous Ai^)earances in the Atmofphere^ 
\fm c^ all extraordinary Commotions in the three 
other Elements, whether denominated Earthy 
Ai£» or (if liiiay be allowed the Term) Water* 
quakes. And that the different Efieds obbferv-^. 
^iiisle^all diefe Occafions arife from the Quali* 
ty aod Quantity of the Materials^ and the greater 
or h& (^spofition the Fire meets with in its Line 
of £)ire&]on.-t-Thiis far our Philofophers atie ablet 
tt>*g09 but no farther. Should they attempt tt> ex^ 
plain. How, or Why the Fire comestobbeelleded 
]at9 agreater Body at one Time than -another ; at 
whatTime we may exped fuch an Event; or which 
Way we may guard againil the terrible jBffbfts of 
this their chief Engineer, we ihould find themi; 
if they depend upon their own Principles, atf 
much at a Lois as die moll: illiterate of Man:» 
kind. You will naturally afk me, of what teal 
Service therefore all their boafted Difcoveries arel 
10 Mankind, with refped to the preieht Subjed ? 
I muft here confeis myfelf at a Lofs for ah An** 
fwer. Nay, I am apt to think the Knowledge 
of the poor Caribed Indians, who are ablblute 
Strangers to the very firft Rudiments of Learn* 
ing, to be infinitely more ufeful. They, tho' to^ 
t^ly ignorant of the Cau&s of Hurricanes, can 
by <crtain Signs, whicbi they iusvt leam-d ftova 
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the Experience of their Forefathers, not only 
frc^ofticate the Approach, but even (as I have 
be^ well affur'd) give a fhrcwd Gueis at the 
jSujimber 6i Hurricanes which will happen in 'a 
J^eafon : And, I remember, our Countrymen in 
that Part of the World fometimes apply to them 
for Information, as that Seafbn approaches. I 
would by no means be thou^t to detraft fifom 
the Merit of thofe great Men, who have dedicat- 
ed their Time to thefe laborious Relearches into* 
Nature. I look upon them to be fhimng Orna- 
ments of the relpefbive Ages in which they lived.' 
But when I fee the generality of Mankind im- 
plicitly adopting their Opinions ; refting fupinely- 
on what they term Natural Caufes^ and flattering' 
themfelves wiXb. fallacious Calculations of the 
Odds, whether fuch or fuch an Event (an Earth- 
quake, for Infbmce) may happen at luch or fiich 
a Time, or in llich or fuch a Country \ accord- 
ing to its different Situation as to Climate, or 
the different Quantity or Quality of the compo- 
nent Particles of the mineral Strata with which 
it may abound : When I fee fuch Numbers lull- 
ing themfelves into an ill-grounded Security froni 
this kind of Reafbning^ I cannot help thinking 
that we have need of an infinitely fuperior Philo- 
fophy to guide us in this Kind of Refearches. The 
Philofophy I mean, as you are fenfible, can be 
no other than that oi Mofes, The Mofaic Phi- 
lofophy opens to us an inexhauftible Source of 
Knowledge. That, and that only, however nc- 
7 glcdted. 



[y] 

gledted, or even fometimes treated with Inde- 
ccxicyj becaufe not underftood, is capable of giv- 
ing folid Satisfa6tion to a rational Inquirer, as it 
accounts for every Thing in a Manner worthy 
of the Supreme Being, the Great Firft Caufe, 
Mo/es convinces us that true Philofophy is infe- 
parable from Divinity, and that it is impoffible to 
bt si real Philofopher without being a Divine ; 
or a thorough Divine without being a Philofopher. 
But how rarely, if ever, do we meet with thefe 
two Chara(93ers united in the fame Perfon ! Nay, 
on the Contrary, how frequently do we find them 
at the utmoft Variance ? 

Some Philofophers, not able to make the Mo^ 
^aic Writings Iquare with fome particular Notions, 
^r fome favourite Hypothefis, are too apt not only 
.to call their Veracity in queftion, but to treat the 
whde with Contempt ; and from thence take Oc- 
cafion to decry all Revelation in general. On 
the other Hand,' many well-meaning Divines 
^dazzled with the Parade of what the others Call 
JDemonftration^ think to extricate themfelves outof 
this feeming Difficulty, by afferting " That Mo- 
** fes was not a Philofopher, but a, Law-giver j 
** that be was commiffion'd by God to inftruft 
>* the People only in the Duties of Religion; 
** and that whenever he fpoke occafionally about 
*^ Points which come properly under the Cog- 
** hizance of the Philofopher, he made Ufe of 
" fuch Expreffions as were beft adapted to the 
*5 Capacity of a pl^n illiterate People, who had 
* - *« no 



[8] 

•* no odier Ideas of the Works of God or dip 
•• Operations of Nature but what they received 
^* immediately by their Senfes/* If the Phil(^ 
pher admits, or feems to admit of this plaufible 
Anfwer, the P<Mnt in Difpute is comprcMnifed, 
and the Divme is fatisfyM. Both here are alike 
milhken, and the Miftake in both arifes from the 
fanie Caufe ; which is, the Want of a compe^ 
tent. Knowledge of the Hebrew Language, in 
which the Mofaic Writings were originally writ- 
ten, and without which Knowledge they can ne- 
ver poflibly be underftood. This Defeft, lor^ 
indeed . coniplain'd of, appears in the Writings of 
many g-eat Men, who very juftly merit the At- 
tention and Efteem of the learned World. Yet 
ftill it is a Defeft, tho* I think much more un- 
pardonable in the Divine than iii the Philoiq)heF. 
Should a Philofopher thus circumftanc'd attadk 
Mafes (and I lament while I lay that too many fiKh 
have appeared in the World) he would be con- 
tinually (hooting his Arrows in the Dark^ 
and combating Phantoms of his own raifii^^ 
and as long as he continued a Stranger to die 
Hebrew Language, fo long he would be at a Lo& 
to find out the only Clue to guide him out of the 
endlefs Mazes of thofe Creatures of the Imagpa- 
tion^ Hypothefes and Syftems. But no Excujfe 
in t;hi3 Cafe can be admitted for thd Divine. 
Trained up to defend as wdl as to mftrufl others 
in a Religion, which is a Stem ariJSng from a 
Jewijb Rooc^ how can he poffit^ felfildther die 
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ttit br the other Duty whilft he remains igAO* 
rant of the only Means that can enable him to 

do it with Succefs ? -But I beg Pardon for 

this Digpeffion^ in which I have only thrown out 
a few Hints, which 1 may very probably refume^ 
and treat more fully of In the Courfe of thefe Letters* 

I OBSERVED before, that our Philofophers un- 
^nimoufly agree, that Fire pervades the whol6 
Univerfe. This too was the Dpdrine of many 
of the Gr^^^ Philofophers, from whom a greaf 
Part of what is calPd Modern Philofophy feems 
plainly to be derived. And tho* the Modems 
ore greatly to be efteem*d and honoured for thp 
many curious as well as ufeful Obfervationfi they 
have made, and the immenfe Pains they have 
taken in improving what they have rcceivd, yet 
if we impartially examine the feveral Notions on 
which moft of their rei^)e6Hve Theories are found- 
ed, I believe it will be no difficult Matter to trace 
them backwards up to the fanie Source. This 
I Ihall endeavour to do occafionally in the Courfe 
of our Correlpondence ; and if that fhould hap- 
pen to be the Cafe, I think they cannot be laid 
juftly to be intitled to the Honpur of having 
made m^ny new Difcoveries. 

Thb Greeks received their Letters from the 
Pbenkiansy and, without Doubt, their Philofophy 
too, as well as from the ChMeani and ^gy^ 
tians. The Philofophy oi thofe eaftera Nation? 
confifted only of traditional Remains of the j^ 
Thilo£qpKy received by Mam from God, then ^^ 
C ^er'd 
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iiv<ir'd down by him to his Pofterity, and aftcrS 
^ards publifh'd by Mofes and the Prophets in 
the facred Wridngs. But as thefe People deviat- 
ed into idolatry, they loft the chief Part of their 
Philofophy ; and when they had totally loft the 
Knoveledge of the true God, they miferably cor- 
rupted the Remainder. From this impure Source 
Philolbphy flow'd to the Greeksy who corrupted 
it ftill more, and quickly reduced it to the moft 
Wretched Condition. As they had loft the only 
true Philofophy, they foon ran into the wildeft 
Chimeras, which diey caird Hypothefes, to ac- 
count for thofe Appearances in Nature, the Caufc 
of which they could not poflibly comprehend. 
To estplain how, or by what Means the Uni- 
verfe exifted ; how, or by whom it wai formed ; 
who, or what firft gave Motion to Matter, threw 
them into infinite Perplexity. To get over this 
Difficulty (which muft ever be infuperable to 
People fo circumftanced) they fell from one 
Abfurdity into another, 'till they at laft found 
Ihemfelves intangled in a moft inextricable Maze 
of Error- Some affign'd one Caufe, fome ano- 
ther. Some aflerted Fire to be die firft Caufe or 
Producer of every Being ; others attributed this 
Power to Air or JExhtv •, others claim'd it for 
Water ; and fome derived it even from the Earth. 
But ftill the main Difficulty recurr'd ; not only 
to accouitt for the firft Mover or Caufe of Mo- 
tion, but for that amazing Contrivance and Wif- 
«l6m, which they could not help obferving m 

the 
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jtke Mechamim ^ and the Power, which they iaw 
daily exerted in the Government of the Uni- 
verfe. They faw but one Way to conquer this % 
which was, to afcribe Intelligence to their reljpec- 
tive firft Agpnts ; and, at laft, as Ignorance pre- 
vailed, they exalted them into Gods. Thus each 
Element was deify'd in its Turn, and was hor 
Ijour'd with Temples, Priefls, Images, or Em- 
Jblems, with proper Infignia, and Sacrifices, al} 
^prcfentative of it$ refpedive Powers or Attrir 
butes. As it is not my Defign at jius Time tq 
tXBCt out Idolatry up to its Origin, or to point 
put its Progreis, I fhall only juft hij^tj^ — ^that 
Deities w^re multiplied in Proportion as the Ig- 
norance of their Worlhippers incieas-d; till, at 
laft, ahnoft every Vice, for Inftance, Murder, Ra- 
pine, Lpft and Prunkennefs, h^ its relpedivc 
God; and I cannot help obferviqg ijpon the 
Occafion, that the ruling Paffion of the Prieft 
was generally the darling Attribute of his pecu- 
liar Deity. Son^e Philofophers indeed, of fupe- 
rior Parts, afliam'd of the Philofo^^y as well as 
Religion which prevailed' in the Times they liv'd 
ii>, very wifely di&arded both» and delcrib'd the 
Firft Caufe as a Spirit or Intelligence pervading 
the y niverfe, — as every where prefent, and ani* 
qiatinjg and governing the whole like a Soul or 
Mind: but ftill, for Want of a proper Guide, 
were involved in perpetual Poubt and Obfcurity, 
whilft others ftruck a bold Stroke at once, round- 
ly a(][crted Natter to be infinite suid eternal, gave 
C ? it. 



|t Motion as an eflbni^ PrOfScrtf, kipvitedf dbb 
Fonnation of every Thing they faw to Chance^ 
left the PreiervatioTi as wdl as Govemnxent of dxe 
Whole to the fame unmeaning Term, and (q 
commenced downright Atheifts. 

If we are furpriz*d at the ftrange Ahfiirditiesji 
and mortftrous Conchifions drawn from the 
wretched Philofophy of thofe Tinrres, how muft 
our Amazement increafe, if we Ihould fee the 
fame fhocking Doftrines reviv*d, and Atheifm 
inculcated, as far as it was thou^t fafe to do it 
in this enlightened Age j which is not only blefs'd 
with the Advantage of Revelation, hut lays 
Claim to the higheft Improvements in Philoib- 
phy ? What might be term*d Ignorance or 
Want of Light in the former, will in thefe be 
caird downright Impiety : It is the higheft In- 
/ult upon the common Senfe as well as Religion 
of their Country : Nay, it is a Crime for which 
Qur Language yields no adequate Expreffion^ 
But that there have been fuch *, is a Tnith as 
melancholy as it is notorious. — —You will ex- 
cufe, I hope, this ihort Sketch of the State anc^ 
JProgrefs of human Hiilofophy. St. Paul com- 
plained that in his Time the heathen World, by 
Wifdom, /, e. their human Philofophy, had to- 
tally loft the Knowledge of the true God, and 
ftosxi thence inferred riie Neceffity of Revdation, 

* See Prmiheifticon^ or Motion cffentUl tQ Matter» pub- 
lifl^M by Toiand in the Year iito. 

4 When 



t«3] 

When the feme Ehilofophy is revivM by fome 
Me0, which naturally tends to reduce us once 
more to the fame deplorable State, I think wa 
ou^t to have Recourfc to 'the Mo fate Writ- 
ings in thetr original Language for an Antidote 
n^dnft lb fatal a Poiibn. 

As M^ikind in general had not only deviat- 
ed from the true Philofophy, as well as Religion : 
had not only run into grofs Idolatry, but had at* 
trtbuted the firft Formation of all Things to eve- 
ry Cstufe but the righl; one, it was certainly wor^ 
thy of the only true Gpd to aflert his own Righl^i 
ami recljaim thofe Powers which they had fo falfe- 
ly ^Oibuted to his Creatures. To anfwer this 
^reat End, Mojes was commiffion'd to write his 
HiftOr)r> which is defigned to fet Mankind right 
in this Particular. The chief Objefts of their 
Wcflrlhip were the Sun, Moon, and all the Hoft 
of Heaven^ to which they affign'd various Em- 
blems reprefentative of their Powers, and gave va* 
rious Names expreflSve of their relpedtive Attri- 
butes. To convince Mankind that theie Objedbs 
of their Worfhip were as much, and as really 
Creatures as the pieaheft Rq)tile, Vegetable or 
foilU, Mo^es informs us in the firft Chapter of 
his Hiftory,— that at a certain Period of Time, 
which he terms tht Beginnings God created the 
Heavens (for the Word is plural in the Hebrew) 
the primary Obje£t of their Adoration ; to whofc' 
Powers they attributed the firft Formation of alj 
Cj:?4tc4 Beings, and confequently Rain, Wmdc, 

Meteors, 
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Meteors, Thunder, Lightnir^, Inundacion9y 
Earthquakes, &r. God at the fame Time, as he 
tells us, created likewife the Earth, as an Haln- 
tation or Place of Refidence for all Creatures 
©f every Genus and Spedes whom he had de- 
termined to form and bellow the Gift of Light 
upon ; that is, that God created or produced in- 
to Being out of Nothing by an immediate Aft 
of his Will, which always includes his Almighty 
Power, the whole Matter out of which he after- 
wards form'd the Heavens, Sun, Moon, Stan, 
whether fix'd or movmg, which we term Pla- 
nets, Land, Water, and all thdr various Produce 
tions ; and the human and animal Race, as Beafts, 
Birds, Infefts, kepdles, Fifh, 6f r. He next de- 
fcribes the Condition in which that immenfe Msrfs 
rf Matter was, which conlifted of all thofe exqui- 
fitdy final! Particles, Atoms or firft Elements, of 
which all material Beings of every Denomination 
whatlbever are compofed. And the Earth (by 
whidi Term he exprefles that immenfe Mafe) 
ioas without Form and void^ and Darknefs^ was 
npon the Faces of the Beep^ or Abyfs, I write 
the word Faces m the plural, becaujfe it has no 
fingulM^ Number in the Hebrew., which I Ihall 
take Notice of in another Place. Mofes here 
plainly fhews us \ that this Mafs was In that con-r 
fus'd State, without the leaft Order or Degree of 
Compofitionor Regularity, from which we frame 
our Idea of what we term a Chaos. The Earth 
(this Mafs) was, as it is exprefs'd in the Hebrew^ 
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A SoBtude and Inanity or Eihptinels ; that h^ 
contained all the Materials for Formation, but 
liad not one Thing in or upon it yet reduced to 
Form or Order, was empty or void of every 
Thing that had Life or Figure as a oompound- 
ed Body. Thefe Materials confifted then of Par- 
ticles or Atoms of different Sizes and Shapes^ 
adapted perfeftly to the Formation of the diffe- 
rent Bodies of which they were defign'd to be 
component Parts ; each Sort Ipecifically diffe- 
rent from the other, and incapable of entering 
into the Compofition of any other Body but that 
for which each was originally de(ign'd« Thk 
will appear extremely plain when I come to treat 
trfthe Formation of Things, and the various O- 
perations of what we call Nature ; fuch as Nu- 
trition, &?r. Even the largefl: of thefe Particles 
are fo exquifitcly fmall, that they elude the Pow^r 
of the moft piercing Eye, tho' aflifl:ed by Glafles 
which magnify to a Size 130,000 Times larger 
than the real Objeft. To prove this I need on- 
ly refer you to the microlcofMcal Obf^vations of 
the very accurate and very ingenious Mr. Baker^ 
This too is mofl: philofophically as well as finely 
cxprefs*d in Job xiv. 8, 9. where the Writer 
lays, '• That tho' the Root ihould grow old and 
*' the Stock perifli, yet the Stem will bud through 
" the Scent or Odour of the Water, and bring forth 
** Boughs.*' If the Particles proper for the Nu- 
trition of a Plant are ib line as to be conveyed 
m £> fubtile a fluid as Scent or Odour, thofe 

which 
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liluch contetute thofe cxquifitdy fubtile Fluidsi 
Air> JEAicTj Li^t, and ¥^iat we call Spirit^ muft 
be as much beyond our Concepdon, as they aie 
beycHid the Reach of our Senles. Mofes defcribes 
die outward Sphere of this M^ or Eardi^ as con- 
fitting of die Atoms or firft Elements of Solids 
and Fluidsr» mix*d confufedly tog^er ^thout 
the lead Degree of Cohefion or Order ; and, as 
diey were all in a fluid State and equally mix'd 
among thofe of Water, he calls the whole upper 
Sphere the Waters. He defcribes the Tabomy 
Deep or Abyfs, as an immenfe Concavity within 
die other, and occupied by Hbpjbecby Darkne(s, 
wUch fUl'd the whde. This Darknefs could not 
bt a mere ne^tive Quality only; for Light was 
fiot y^ formed, but muft be a Subftance in a 
£tate of abfolute Inaction, but capable of being 
expanded by Motion, or condeiisM by Com- 
preflion, or by the Sufpenfion of Motion. When 
Mofes defcribes the Darknefs in the Land CffJS- 
gyft^ he terms it, Hofbecb Jpbelahy Darknefs of 
Darknels ; and the Rabbies, to (hew its Intenfe* 
nels, fay it was four Times doubled, and inclos'd 
the jEgypdans as within a Wall ; or, as it is in 
aoodier Place el^;andy defcrib'd, it was Darknefs 
'vfaich might be felt, palpable Darknefs. That 
<jod at die Creation reduc'd this Earth, or Chao- 
tic Mais, into a Spherical Form, (for Matter can- 
HOC eadft but under finxie Form) is evident from 
Ac WcHds, Hbuggy a Circle dcfcribed l^ a P^ 
a£ Compaflffs^ and l^ebbeh a Sj^ere, Terms fe- 
, veral 
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veral Times appIyM to this great Work of God 
by the facred Writers, when they mention the 
Creation. As the true Meaning of thefe Words^ 
with others of the fame Import, is pf the utmoft 
Service in clearing Mofes from the Abfurdities 
and Falfhoods which have been fathered upon his 
divine and truly ineftimable Hiftory, 1 fhall en- 
deavour in my next Letter to explain them all 
fully, and, I hope, to your Satisfaftion, — Mofes 
next proceeds to the great Work of Formation, 
by which the Materials already created were fe- 
parated, prepared, and formed into Various Bo- 
dies, and placed in the relpedtive States for which 
the infinite Wifdom of the Creator originally de-* 
fign'd them; — And the Spirit of God moved upon 
the Faces of the Waters •, that is, an Agent pro- 
ceeding immediately from God, and endow'd by 
Him with a Power adequate to the Work, was 
employed to execute fuch Commands as the Will 
of God diredled. This Agent, call'd the Ruahbj 
Spirit, or Breath, of God (which Signification it 
has equally in the Greek Language) mov*d ; that 
is, hover'd, brooded upon the Faces*, that is, 
the whole Exterior Surface of this chaotic Mafs, 
caird the V/aters^ over which it was equally dif- 
fused. The word mov^d^ here means the lame as 
the Latin Word incubahaty and is again us'd un- 
der the fame Idea in 3 2d ch. of Beut. ver. 11* 
By this Motion or Incubation^ the Spirit pervaded 
the whole chaotic Mafs, put the Atoms, which' 
were before in a total State of Reft or Inaction, 
D into 
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into a proper Degree of Motion, fcparated thole 
which were to compofe the Solids from thofc 
which were adapted to form Fluids j condenfed, 
and confolidated, as we may fay, the Particles 
adapted for that Purpofe, and form'd that vaft 
Sphere or Shell of Stone, which furrounds the 
Deep or Abyfs -, and adapted the reft to be afted 
upon, or to ad:, as the Will of the Almighty 
Ihould direft. — As I have not Room in this for a 
particular Detail of the Formation of Things, 
and the Oeconomy of the Univerfe, I muft refer 
you to my flibfequent Leters, where I propofe to 
treat largely of this Subjeft, and enter into more 
critical Difquifitions about the genuine Meaning 
ofxht Hebrew Words as they occur* 

I SHALL at this Time therefore only give you 
my Sentunents of that mcrfl powerful Agent the 
Ruabby Spirit, in a few Words, and juft hint, that 
it not only was an Agent in the Formation of 
Things, but was alfo appointed by God to di- 
rect and rule both the moral and phyfical Oe- 
conomy of the Univerfe, Numerous Paffages 
might be cited both in the Old and New Tefta- 
ment, where this Power of the Ruabby Spirit, 
is plainly mentioned, and many others from which 
it may be clearly deduced. Thus Gen. 6th ch. 
gd ver. where God fays. My Ruahh, 5//W/, Jhall 
not always Jlrive or Struggle with Man. As this 
was fpoken by God previous to his Declaration 
of deftroying Mankind by the Flood, it muft 
plauily refer to the Power of the Ruabby Spirit, ia 

th-C 
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the Capacity of moral Ruler of Beings who were 
ci^ated Free Agents^ and endow'd with a Power 
of chufing Good or Evil: And as the Flood was 
brought upon the Earth as a juft Punifhment 
for the Wickednefs of Mankind, it is plain that 
they had thrown off all Subjeflion to the Ruahb^ 
Spirit, by refufing to hearken to, or obey it^ 
Diifatesy and chufing Evil rather than Good.—^' 
From the fenfible Operations of this invifible and 
moft powerful Agent, God Himfelf is called 
a Spirit^ to give us fome faint Idea (and indeed 
the only Idea we poor Mortals are capable of re- 
ceiving) of the Nature of that EJfence of all Ef- 
fences. And as the Type in Scripture frequently 
bears the Name of the Thing typify' d-y hence eve- 
ry Being which is invifible, and feems to aft with 
Power, is call'd Ruahhy Spirit v as, for Inftance, 
immaterial Beings, fuch as Angels, the Mind, the 
Soul of Man, or Animals, fcfr. And material 
Beings, fuch as Air in Motion, or fFind -, (which 
has no other Name in the Hebrew than Ruahh) 
or Air rarify'd or expanded into -ffither. Light, 
i^c. or luch as Breath •, as in Gen. vii. 22. where 
Mofes fays, that all died in whofe Noftrils was 
the Breath of Life \ in Hebrew ^ the Ruahh ^ Breath ; 
of the Ruahhy Spirit of Life. From hence too, 
by Analogy, the Term Spirit is apply'd to thofe 
fubtile Effluvia, or exquifitely fmall Combinations 
of Particles or Aobms, which fo powerfully affeft 
our Senfes in Fermentation and other Operations 
in Chymiftry. As all thefe Beings are under the 
D 2 Influence 
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Influence and Direction of the Ruahby Spirit of 
God, I ftiall for the future conftantly diftihguifli 
this moft powerfiil Agent by the Term Ruabb 
only, by way of Eminence, and, in Contradiftinc- 
tion to all, efpecially thofe material Beings deno- 
minated 5//W/, which are all inferior Agents ope- 
rating by a Power delegated from, and direfted 
in all their Operations by the Ruabb. I fhall 
treat of all thefe Beings in their proper Places ; 
but at prefent Ihall confine myfelf to the mate- 
rial Agents, which the Ruabb more immediately 
makes ufe of, either in rewarding the Obfervance 
of, or in punifhing the Breach of the Laws of 
God in the moral World. In the former Cafe 
the Ruabb afts by employing thefe inferior A- 
gents in the phyfical Caufes of Health, fruitful 
Sealbns, &c. and every thing which we term a 
phyfical or natural Good \ which are a Part of 
the Bleffings beftow'd upon a religious and vir- 
tuous People ; or, in the phyfical Caufes of what 
we call phyfical or natural Evih^ fucb as Famine, 
Peftilence, Murrain among Cattle, Tempefts, 
Lightning, Inundations, &ff. and, above all, 
in that mofl: formidable of all the vindiftivc 
Strokes of Divine Anger, Earthquakes. And this, 
* either by a partial Infliftion of one or more of 
thefe Evilsy to awaken a finful People, and bring 
them to a Senfe of their Duty, and induce them 
to reform -, or, by a total Deftrudion and Aboli- 
tion of an obdurate and impenitent Land, when 
tbe M^afur^ of tbeir Imquities is ^uitefiilL Such^ 

fpr 
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for Inftance, was the almoft total Extirpation of 
the Race of Mankind at the general Deluge j and 
fuch was the total Deftrudtion of the aboitiinabte 
Inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah^ when their 
Cities were overthrown ; and defl:roy*d by Fire^ 
and they with the Inhabitants and the whole Plain 
on which they flood wholly fwallow'd up, with- 
out the leaft Veftige remaining ; and, to this Day, 
mark'd only by a naufeous bituminous Lake^ 
the ufual Confequence of a terrible Earth- 
quake-, which was undoubtedly a Part of the 
Puniftiment, and compleated the Deftru6tion of 
that moft finful People. And indeed I may ap- 
peal to the, Hiftory of all Mankind in all Ages^ 
whether moral Caufes did not always pf^cedt 
phyfical ones, either with refpeft to Bleifingi 
fhower*d down upon, or with refpedt to Punifh*^ 
ntKnts infiided upon every refpe6tive Nation. 

As repeated Accounts arrive by almoft cvefjr 

foreign Poft, of the Pn^refs of the Earthqdake 

and its direfiU Efit6b, attended with ftill more 

uncomnKMi and furprizing Circumftances, I ^Mi 

obligM to poftpone my Sentiments upon the ic* 

maining Part of the Formation, together with 

the Fall of Man, the univerial Deluge, the Kt^ 

formation of the Earth, £5?^- points, which, .whcft 

I refume the Subjeft, I fhall treat of to the beftrf 

my Abilities, as abfolutely neceffary to be cit- 

plain'd, in order to fct the Mofaic Philofophy ift 

its genuine Light. I fhall therefore only jtift 

hint at the Formation of fome of the inferior A=^ 

gent!s 
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gents employed afterwards by the principal A- 
gent the Ruabb^ and juft mention the State of 

the Earth before and after the Deluge. And 

God /aid J let tbere he Ligbt^ or rather he there 
Ugbty and tbere was Light. This Command, 
fb greatly admir'd by the celebrated Critic Lon- 
ginusj as a Form of Expreflion worthy of God, 
was juft intimated to the Ruabhj and immediate- 
ly executed ; and this Light, Or, in HehreWy in- 
cluded Fire ; for Ur, Fire, is the fame IVord difr 
ferently pointed, and derived from the fame 
Root, O, iMcidum ejfe^ or Lucere : and this is one 
of the principal inferior Agents under the Di- 
redtion of the Ruabbj and was form'd in that 
Portion of Time which is calPd the Firji Day. — 
Another Agent fprm'd by the Ruabbj at the 
Command of God, was the Firmament, in He- 
hrew Rakiang, Expanfe or Expanfion, from the 
Root Rakang, to fpread abroad, expand and 
make thin. This Firmament God called Sbe- 
maim. Heavens •, it fignifies Airs, Others, Sky. 
What immenfe Strength and Power was com- 
municated to this Agent by the Ruabb, will ap- 
pear from Job xxxvii. 1 8. Hafi tbouwitb bim 
fpread out tbc Sky, in Hebrew Sbebbakim, Others ; 
which is, or ait ftrang as a molten Looking glafe ? 
or Speculum made of hard folid Metal. Alfo, 
ffalm Ixviii. 35. Tiy Strength is in the Shehha- 
kim, jEtbers.—l could cite many more Paflages 
to (hew the mighty £xpanjive and comprejfwe 
Force of the jSlthers or Heavens ; but as it would 
at this Time be foreign to my Purpofe, I (hall 

only 
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only take a very fhort View of the State of 
the Earth at its Formation^ and at^ and after the 
Deluge, — God next intimated His JViU to the 
Ruabhj "That the Waters under the Heavens^ M- 
thcrs, (hould be gathered together in one Place j or 
Colledion, and that the dry Land Jhould appear. 
This Command was inftantly executed. The 
Ruabh made innumerable Fiflures or Cracks in 
the vaft Sphere of Stone in all Manner of Direc- 
tions: CoUedled the Waters, which confli- 

tute much the greater Part of this Globe ; im- 
pelled jthem thro* thefe Fiflures into the Abyfs^ 
feparated and form'd all the different Bodies of 
which the Strata in the Earth are compofed, 
and difpofed the different Strata, not according 
to the Laws of Gravity aflign'd by our Philolb- 
phers, but fo as they might be beft adapted to 
the Ufe and Service of Man, the chief Inhabi- 
tant ; rais'd thofe Protuberances we call Moun- 
tains ; cover'd the Surface of the Earth with A- 
damahy mold impregnated with that immenfc 
Variety of Atoms or Particles adapted to Vege- 
tation, Nutrition, (^c. made thofe vaft Conca-* 
vities (which, when filPd with the Waters, are 
czlTdSeas) to contain the Waters which remain'd 
after the great Deep was full ; imprefs'd that Mo- 
tion in the Waters of the Seas, which we call 
Tides ; which Motion has been fince continued 
by the inferior Agents ; fettled the Communica- 
tion between the lefler Deeps^ or Seas, by the ho- 
rizontal FilTures ; and preferv'd the Communica- 
i tion 
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tion afall with the Gnaf Deep, or Abyfs, by 
Means of thofe Jperturesy which are emphatically 
caljl'd the Fmntains of the Great Bet^. Here 
again I could cite numerous Paflages of Scrip- 
ture, but I omit them till I come to Ipeak more 
fully to all thefe Points, which I (hall do in their 
rcfpeftive Places. — On that Portion of Time call'd 
the Fourth Day^ God again intimated His Will to 
the Ruabhy that there fhould be Lum naries ; that 
IB, Receptacles or Inftruments to contain Light; for 
that is the true Meaning of the Word Mear^ a Lu- 
minary, and Meont^ Luminaries, in the Hebrew. 
The Ruabh immediately formed the proper Re- 
ceptacles •, coUedled the Atoms or Particles of 
Light which were dilperied before, and placed 
them in thofe Bodies, which God aftewards di*- 
ftinguifh'd by the Names of the SuUj Moon^ and 
S>tars ; all perfeftly dilposL'd and adapted to an- 
fwer the wife and great Ends for which they 
were formed. This is mentioned in Job xxvi» 
1 3- By his Ruahh he hath garniflfd the Heavens^ 
JEthers. I have but juft touch'd upon the For- 
mation <£ thefe inferior Agents of the Ruahhy 
whole Ufes and Powers I lliall endeavour to ex- 
plain, together with the reji of the Formation^ 
when I refume the Subjed. I fhall only remark, 
ti^ God is faid by Mofes to have rejled on the 
feventb Z)^j;— that He blcjfedy and confccrated 
that Day as Holy^ and appointed it as a perpe-* 
tual Memorial to all Mankind in all Ages ; that 
Jle, and He only, was the Creator^ and confe- 

quently 



qucndy the Supreme Governor of every ^hing. 
which exifted. God had now perfeftly framed 
this vaft Machine^ and regulated all its Motions, 
and its whole Oeconomy by the moft perfedl 
Order ; He is therefore faid to have rejied ; that 
is, God no longer exerted His infinite innate 
Power, which He had employed in the Creation 
and Regulation of the Univerfe, but committed 
the Care of continuing the Motions^ and carry- 
ing on the Oeconomy of the whole Machine to in- 
ferior Agent s^ all fubordinate to the Power, and 
under the immediate Direftion of his Ruabh. 
To keep this great Event ever frefh in their Me- 
mories, God fet apart this Day in a peculiar 
Manner;; .aiid forbade all manual Labour, that 
Man might employ his whole Time in contem- 
plating, and fearching into the Works of God ; 
from whencehe would eternally find frefli Caufts 
for Wonder and Amazement, and confequendy 
for Love, Praife, and Adoration of his Great 
Creator. A ftrid Obfervance of this great poji- 
tive Precept was conftandy rewarded -y and the 
Violation of it as 'conftantly puniflfd by the 
feverejt Judgments : A Point highly worthy of 
the moft ferious Attention of this Country at 

this terribly Juncture The Earth was now 

formed in its moft perfeft State, and produced 
every Thing fpontaneoufly, which might contri- 
bute to the Pleafure as well as Support of Man. 
At the Fall a very great Alteration was made ; 
the natural Fertility of the Earth was in great 
E Mca- 



Mcafure 4eftroy*d j and Man was reduced to 
earn his Bre^^ by bard Labour and the Sweat of 
kis Browfi out of that Adamah^ Mold, out of the 
Atoms or Particles of which be was firft fdrm*d :- 
But I fhalj confider the Nature of this Curfe in 
its proper Place, and make only a few Remarks 
upon the DeftruSlion and Reformation of this 
Globe at the general Deluge. — Mofes tells us. 
Gen. the 6th chap. " That the Wickednefs of 
^* Mankind was come to fo great a Height, that 
^' God was determined to extirpate the whole 
** Race, except one righteous Man and his Fami- 
*' ly, whom he preferv'd to repeople this Earth 
*• after its Re-formation.^^ Man had totally in-^ 
fuerted all moral Order, God therefore inverted 
the Order of Nature. — Here again was* an im-. 
^it^i2Ltc Exertion of his infinite Power by the A^' 
gency of the Ruahh. God fays, 7, even I do 
Jring a Flood of Waters upon the Earth to dejlroy 
all Plejh. This Declaration was made to eon-^ 
vince Mankind in all future Ages, that God the 
mtdxFirJlCaufe, the Creator of this Earth, was alfo 
the Author of this moft amazing and moft terri- 
JdIc Cataftrophe, — The Manner how this amazing 
Scene of Ruin was brought on, is defcrib'd by 
Mofesy an4 finely fumm*d up in that concife, but 
Wrongly ^efcriptive AUufion in the 24th chap, of 
Ifaiahy ver. 18, 19. For the Windows (Catarafts, 
Flgod-gates) from on high are open, and theFoun- 
(laticns of the Earth (that is the vaft Sphere or 
Afcl} of Stone, call'd the Foundations of the 

Earth, 



Eirth, bjr the facred Writers^ do jhake. thi 
Earth is uittrly broken dowHi the Earth is ckaH 
difalvedy the Earth is mvei exceedingly. Ex- 
preffidns virhich plainly allude to the breaking up 
of the Fountaihs of the Tehem or great Deep % 
the Torrents of Waters defcendirig from the 
Heavens or ^Ethers \ the Diflbliitioii of the Body 
of the Earth ; and the great Agitation of all the 
various Atoms or Particles of which it was com- 
poled;, which were then blended with the Wa- 
ters in one promifcuous Fluid. I fhould really 
tire yoil, if I was to cite: the numerous Paflage^ 
in Scripture, which all tend to illyftrate and 
confirm the Mofaic Account of this aftonilhing 
Event: I fhall therefore refer you to that fu* 
blimely prophetic Chapter, where you will find 
not oiJy the moft juft Defcription of an Earth- 
• quake, and its baleful Effeds, but alfo the mitral 
Cdufe'y and the great Event mentioned in the 
laft Verfe, the Approach of which the terrible 
Earthquake there defcribed, was to indicate^ axid> 
•confequently, to cbaraHerife the ^ime when it was 
to be expefted. — The Particulars of this great 
Cataftrophe I (hall treat of in their Order hereaf- 
ter, and Ihall only obferve at prefent -, — that the 
Beginning of this tremendous Scene was by a 
moft univerfal Earthquake i— that this Earth- 
quake had its Origin from the Tehom the 
great Deep^ or Abyfs^ when its Fountains were 
broke up, and the Waters, and whatever elfe was 
contain'd in it, were by the fame mighty Power 
. - E 2 violently 
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violently impelVd from the Center to* the Cir- 
cumference, contrary to xSatyLaws o£ Gravify: 
That dfter a Time fufiicient to complex dieDo- 
ftru6lion and Dijfolutwn of t!he£arth, die R^- 
abb, at the Will of God, re-form'd ^ vaft Sphere 
or Arch of Stone ; or, as it is elegatitly CKprds^M 
in the facred Writings, laid the 'Eoundatinns $/ 
tie Earthy or Globe ; made proper Apertutes for 
the Defcent of the Waters into the Teboniy or 
great Deep, (which is from thence empbattcaUy 
c^Vdi the Stt?re-bouf(^ or the ^rea/my o£ God) 
and made innumerably -CEacks or Fiflfarcs for 
wife Endsy and for various £7/>j :-^That as tiie 
Waters gradually fubfided^ the Ruahh rerfomCd 
the various Strata of the Earth, m the Manner in 
which we now behold them in the Wells, Mines, 
i^c. collected and combined the various Particles 
of the various Metals, Minerals, fcf r. into proper 
Majfesy and lodg^ them varioujfy in a vaft Num- 
ber of various Fiflurcs, and in various Diteflions 
for the Service of Mankind, and left the Earth in 
the Form and State in which we at prefent be- 
hold it : A State indeed greatly inferior to the 
former before the Deluge ; but vnfefy and vijibly 
calculated, to diminifti the M^ans o£ Luxury j 
and to Jborten the Lives of its Inhabitants, 1 
fliall only obferve farther j-^that the Ruabb left 
a perpetual Memorial of this moft remarkable £- 
^ent, in the vaft Variety of Bones of Fifhe^y 
Shells, Vegetables y &c. not only of the largeft Size; 
but even of the moft tender Plants ; which are 
2 found 



foijnd hoth-in the Mpuntains and in the deopeQ: 
Mines, botih indos-d in, and lying under folid 
and pomferous Maflibs of Stone, Marble, ^c. — 
Thait the Ruabb kft thefe Bodies^ thus fituated, 
not only as a perpetual Proof of the Reality of 
the Deluge i but as a fariher Proof of the con- 
fummatc Skill exerted in the Difpofition of the 
refpedidiye Strata ; and that the Operations of 
this mbfl: powerful Agent were not limited by any 
Law of Gravity^ but direft^d by the moft un- 
erring Wifdom •, and adapted not only to the Ufe 
and Service of Mankind, but to the Means wliich 
God makes Ufe of in diii'^ex^^phyjical Rewards 
and pbyjical Punijbments to .the Nations in Hks 
moral Government of the World:— That the Ru^^ 
abb was .not limited by any Laws of Grotty ^ 
may be prov'd by an immediate Infpeftion into 
the various Strata in Mines, i^c. and is ftill 
more confirmed by the Mafles or Combinations 
•of the Particles of Gold, the moft ponderous 
of all materij^l Bodies yet known ; which arp 
continually found after hard Rains in Africa^ 
Brajily and Cbili^ and wafhy down from Emi- 
nences vaftly above the Surfaces of their refpedive 
Plains: — That thefe Strata were thus difpofed for 
the Ufe ^nd: Service of Man, is too obvious to 
need any Proof or Explanation ; and that they 
are adapted to the Means ^ which God makes Ufe 
of in difpenfing phyjical Rewards and pbyfical 
Punifljments to the Nations in His mcral Go- 
vernment of the Worldj will, I hope, appefir 

plainly 
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plainly to your Satisfaftion, when I come to 2t 
Detail of Particulars. I muft juft add this too ; 
— That the inferior JgentSy as Air or JEtber^ and 
Light, including Fire, were relpeftively employ*d 
in thefe Operations^ under the immediate Direc- 
tion of the Ruahh. — I think it is now Time to 
conclude this long Letter, in which I have juft 
thrown together fome general Hints, as well as 
the Shortnefs of the Time would permit, as pro- 
per for your Perufal at this alarming Jundbire. 
I know pu will animadvert upon them with the 
Candour of a Friend'; and I promife you your 
Remarks will be received with the fame Candour 
by a Mind free from Prejudice, and ever open to 
Conviftion. Omiffions I have undoubtedly 
made, and Miftakes I may have been guilty of, 
from which no Mortal is exempted ; but in Re- 
turn I can moft folemnly affure you^ that my 
Deftgn was good, and let that plead for me.— ^ — 
You know I have travelled much both by Land 
and Sea, and have been Eye-witnefs of many of 
thofe Phenomena, which are quite new and ftrik- 
ing to us, who are born in this Part of the 
World, when we ramble into the hotter Climates. 
I mention this as an Advantage which fcarce any 
of our modern Philofophers have had, to the beft 
of my Knowledge, excepting Dr. Halley, and 
which, of Confequence, muft oblige them to de-^ 
pend upon the imperfeft Accounts of others, 
who, perhaps, had neither Curiofity nor Ability 
to make proper inftru6tive Obfervations. I 

have 
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have been in more than one Hurricane both by 
Sea and Land, where I obferv'd not only the ' 
Earth in CommoH$n -, but all the Elements in wild 
Uproar. I have view'd a Whirl- wind at Sea in the 
Time of a Hurricane, with its furprizing EfFcdtsj 
and I have, with the utmoft Satisfaftion, contem- 
plated that amazing Phenomenon z, Water-fpout, in 
its Formation and Duration till it$ Diffolution. 
Many of thefe Ihave feen in one Day, and for feve- 
raJDays fucceflively; and fome fo near as to threa- 
ten imminent Danger to the Ship I then faiPd in. 
I have failed over the Spot where a great Part of 
Port-Royal in Jamaica once flood ; I have feen the 
Ruins of that Place under the Water ; and have ^ 
view'd the terrible EfFedt produc'd by that dread- 
ful Earthquake in feveral Parts of that Ifland. In 
the Courfe of my Travels afterwards by Land, I 
faw Mount JStna, and had a compleat View of 
the Mou^of FefuviuSy which Mountain I afcend- 
ed, tho' at that Time not without Danger. 1 
applied afterwards to modern Philofophy for a 
Solution of thefe various Phenomena, but with- 
out Succefs. From the immenfe Quantity of 
Water which I had feen impelled upwards 
through the Water- fpouts with the moft afto- 
nilhing Rapidity, I was convinced that the Va- 
pours exhard only by the Sun, were not fuffi- 
cient to furnifh out thofe mighty Catarafts of 
Water, which defcend in the rainy Seafon in thofe 
Latitudes; much lefs could I account for the 
JRjeaibn^ why there are no Tides in the Cafptan, 
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Baltu^ and lididiurranean Seas, by ArgiunentsI 
drawn fFOm \«ery incsoiscltifivc Experiments made 
tipon a Pan of Water. Bdt when i apply^d my- 
fcjf to the Study of the Hebrew Language, a 
n^oo Ugbt ixsoPidi in xqxm mc; and i receir^di 
the Sads£Eidion I had in vain foti^ for in die 
Writing* of Philofepbers. No longer dazzled 
with tW Parade of die great Names of a Des 
C4fttes^ or a Newtmj I now acknowledge Mofes 
as my Oidy Afo/^ in Philofcpby. Had thofe 
great Men applied to die Sttidy of diis nroft ex- 
frejffhe and moft energ^HCy as well as moft an- 
iient of all Languages with their ufual inde- 
fkti^ble Affiduity, I am perftiaded that the Mo- 
fate Philofophy would hare aj^ar'd in its ge* 
nuine Ltrftre j and if the Gcndcmen who write 
in Defence of Revelation, would purfue this Stu- 
dy, all the Objeftions and Cavils of UnbeUevers 
would difappear like " Dew before the Morning- 
fun." By Mofes I am convinced, that thofe 
dreadful Commotions in the Earth and Water, take 
their Rife from thtTebom^ great Deq), through thefe 
vaft Apertures call'd the Fountains •, that the Shell 
is the Seat of thefe Commotions \ and that their Pro- 
grefs is through the Fijfures which abound in every 
Part of this Shell, and in all Dire£lions: — That the 
chief inferior Agents are, the Air or -S)ther, and 
Light including Fire \ — that they are under the 
immediate Direftion of the Ruahhy fo as beft to 
anfwer the wife Purpofes of God in His moral 
Qovemmeni; of the World \ and confequently, 
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tfiat thefe Commotions are, in the Jirijieft Senfe 
of the word Judgments % — that they are Partial 
Only, when lent to alarm^ and totals when ap- 
pointed to dejtroy an impenitent People ; when 
the Meafure of their Iniquities is accumulated to the 
height J and the Patience and long Suffering of God 
is exhaufted. — Can the moft able of our Nam- 
ralifts point out any Spot upon this habitable 
Globe where we may be fecure ? — Can they infure 
us Safety at either of the Poles more than at the 
JEquztQT ? — Can we dwell any where but upon 
the Surface of this Shell, and is not tht grea( 
Deep every where beneath us ? Where then can 
we poffibly fly for Safety when God's Judgments 
are abroad ?~The Earthquake, by all the Ac- 
counts we almoft daily receive, ftill continues its 
rapid Progrels, and fcatters Terror and Defolation 
through the affrighted Nations ; and fliould the 
Ruahh change the Line of its DireSfion^ in how 
fmalt 2i, Portion of Time might the Bowels 
of the Earth be the Grave of this Ifland !— 
Is there then (I know you will aflc me) no 
Criterion^ no diftinguifliing Mark, by which 
we may judge of .the Approach of this moft ter- 
rible Scourge? I anfwer, Yesj but it is to be 
taken not from the " Signs in the Heavens^ 
Ethers," but from the Signs of the Times ; not to 
be deduc'd from natural^ but from moral Caufes. 
-—To do this, let us compare the prefenf State 
of our own Country with that of thofe Nations 
who are now fuffering under this fevcre Stroke 
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of Divine Vengance: When we have done that, 
let us compare all with the State of Sodm arid 
Commcrrah at the Time of theu- final Doom, 
when all the Elements joined in completing their 
Deftrudtion ; as we are informed they feemed to 
do at the late Ihocking Cataftrophe of the City 
of ij/Jd?».--If we examine the State of the ante- 
diluvian World, as defcribed by Mofes^ we fhall 
find that " all Flefh was corrupt •/* that " the 
*^ Earth was fill'd with Violence ; that the whole 
" Bent of their Inclinations, the whole Study of 
** their Thoughts was inceflantly at Work, either 
** in contriving or perpetrating EviU either by 
" Fraud or Force :" That there were Giants in 
thofe Days, Men who knew no Law but their own 
WilU and were the Leaders in thofe inhuman 
Scenes of Blood and Rapine. Thefe lawlefi 
Men are calFd in the Hebrew^ Nepbelimj Efnimy 
Repbaim^ and Gnanakinij Words all derived from 
Roots which imply the Idea of Terror, not only 
from their fuperior Strength and Stature, but 
from .their Impiety towards God, and their Inhu- 
manity to their Fellow-creatures. Thefe firft 
mighty Butchers of Mankind, were called Men 
of Name or Renown ; that is, Heroes^ an jippel- 
lation afterwards frequently given to thofe pow- 
erful Murderers and Robbers of Mankind, whofe 
Names are recorded in prophane Hiftory, and 
feem to have afted upon the fame Principles 
with their antediluvian Predeceflbrs ; but in Re- 
ality is a Title only due to thofe truly great Men, 
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lf^o humanize and proteft a People ; and who 
bravely hazard their Lives againft a rapacious In- 
vader ; or invade a faithlefs Enemy to procure 
Reparation for Wrongs done to their injured 
Country. Idolatry, that is, transferring the Ado- 
radon due only to the Creator, and paying it to > 
His Creatures, and Murder or fhedding the Blood 
of an innocent Fellow-creature^ are Crimes of the 
blackeft Dye in the Sight of God, and by Him 
commanded to be puniifbed, even by Man, with- 
out Mercy. That thefe were the prevailing 
.Crimes before the Flood, is plain from the fevere 
Prohibitions of them fo immediately fucceeding. 
As it could not be fuppofed that fo righteous a 
Man as Noalbj with his fmall Family, would 
immediately run into Idolatry after fo fignal a 
Judgment inflidted upon the reft of Mankind, of 
which they themfelves had fo lately been Eye-^ 
'witneflcs •, the firft Prohibition after the Flood 
was, ^' Not to commit Murder ;" a Crime which 
might have been of the moft fatal Confequence 
to that inf^t Colony. ' To enforce the Obfer- 
vance of this Precept more ftrongly, they were 
abfolutely forbidden to even eat the Blood of 
Ammalsy which God had granted them for 
Food 5 that every Incitement to Acts of Cruelty 
might be remov'd ; for I don't in the leaft doubt 
but that eating promifcuoufly all kinds of Animals^ 
with their Bloody was one of the numerous 
Crimes committed by thofe Sons of Blood and 
JR^afHoe among the Antediluvians. Nor do I doubt 
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Ibut that the eating animal Food was granted to 
Man under proper ReftrkStions s^ttr the FsU^ 
when the Adamab^ Mold proper for Vegeta- 
tion was curs*d with a certain Begreis d£ BarriU- 
nefsy and confeqitently the Vegetables ci every 
kind rendered much more unfit for NutridW 
than they were at the Creation. If this wafe «ot 
the Cafe, to what End or Purpofe did God graftt 
Adam the abfolute Dominion overisvery ¥indj and 
Species of Animals, Beafts, Birds, Fiflies, t^c. f 
Though fome Kinds of Animals might be highly 
ferviceabk to Man. by being cmployM in various 
Kinds of Labour^ and even by fiipplying him 
with that wholfome Aliment Milkj which wfi^ 
undoubtedly a Part of his Food ; yet of what Ufe 
w6uld Fowl haveNbeen to him, if he was Ibrbi4^ 
den to cat any Thing which had Life ? For ujj^ 
on this Principle, Eggs too muft have been equal- 
ly fo^biddefS:^ lince every Egg contains a vHUl 
Principfcj in the Embryo of its refpe6fivc Spe^ 
cies of Fowl, gradually mcreafing till 4t comes «4 
ks proper State of Maturity : And of what pctf- 
fible XJfe his Dominion av&r the Fifties in tte StB, 
could have been, or what End his Juhduing^tA 
(as he was empowered to do) would have an- 
fggt^r'd, unlefe it had been to make Ufe of them 
idtf^ood, is, I muft confefs, paft ntyCompre- 
tienfion. We fee the Diftinftion <rf* clean and 
vnchan Animals j th^ is, which Kinda weri 
ks^d ft>r Food and Sacrifices, and which were n^t^ 
wasknipwn by tfeab Uf^t the Flood $ fmcc in 
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^hM.vnL i* fee is <5ominanded to take a gBeater 
Koioberof die farmer with him into the Aik 
fhaaofldhe lan€r. Nor indeed do I fee the kaft 
iScoadkm to have Recourfe with Dr. Cbeyne and 
4)dier9, to rfiis Gram of ^ »/»w/ Food as an Expe- 
ditfeit for Ihortening the Life of Man ; fince that 
ihi^ foeafily and naturally be efFefied not only by 
the gTjdat Aka-ation made in the Adamah or Mold 
adaistedibr Vegetaiion^ by a great <5i?antity of 
4te 'Particles neceffiiry for Nutrition being carri- 
fdx)ff:by the Wat3erft at their Defcent. into the 
"^^nmy bv preat Beep 5 or by the Efflui^ia arifing 
throu^ die Fiflures, from noxious Minerals, 
fj^c: and entering the ^ubuli of the Vegetables, 
cogctter with the Particles proper for Nutrition, 
widttscorporating with them, and, confequently, 
csountera£ting and <limihilhing their nutritious 
Quality, and laying a Foundation for various 
J3if(afes ; but alfo by floating in the grofTer Part 
pf i!ie Air in which we breathe, .and being in- 
haled with our Breadi, or entering our Bodies by 
Ae imbibihg Veflcls; which feems to be the 
Cafe in peftilential Difeafes incident both to Men 
tuid Animals, particularly in thofe which are 
highly infectious. I may add too, diat the pu* 
trkl Vapours arifing from Waters ftagnating in 
the Morafl^s, and great Number of hollow Places 
left by the Flood, would conduce greariy to this 
Purpofe. This Permiflion then to Noah and his 
Pofterity to eat animal Food, was, in my Opinion, 
enly a Renewal of die former Gram under the 
- , fam^ 



fame ReJt^iSlions : And when God had fdcdted 
the Race of Abraham for His peculiar People, 
after the far greater Part of Mankind had again 
degenerated, and run into Idolatry ; Mo/es at the 
Command of God n-publtjhed this Permiffion with 
^ its various Reftriffions in fFritingj which had 
before that Time been delivered down by. TrdM- 
tion. The Prohibition of eating Bloody that »iy- 
Jlerious Fluid, in which the vital Principle is 
contained, was again repeatedly renewed, ahd in- 
forced by die moft dreadfiil Thrcatnings^' in -cafe 
of Difobedicnce. The Breach ci xix^ Cmmahd 
was to be puniftied with Death ; nay, even Death 
to be inflifted by God Himfelfy and not only 
upon thej^w, but ev6n upon the 5/r j>f|^(?r too 
who cohabited with him. ** And whatibevef 
** Man there be of the Houfe of Ifrael ox of 
*' the Strangers that fojourn: among you, that 
*' eateth any Manner of Blood ; I will; even fct 
*' my Faces againft that SoulitM eateth Bloody 
** and will cut him oflf from among his People. 
«' For the Ufe of the Flefti is in the Blbpdy and 
<^ I have given it to you upon the Altar, to niake 
*' an Atonement for your SoulsJ"^ This is the aw* 
^il Decree announced by God Himfelf ia the 
1 7th chap, of Levit. the lOth and i ith ver. By 
this Precept the Blood of the tame clean Ani* 
mals which were granted for Food or Sacrifice^ 
was commanded to be brought and offer'd at 
the Altar appointed for that Purpofe ; they were 
indifpenfably obligal to the Pcrfbnnaoce of diis 
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Duty J but when they kill'd Animals for Food 
at too great a Diftance from Jerufalem^ when 
they were in Pofleffion oijudea^ or when they 
caught the wild clean Animals, either Beaft or 
Fowl for Food, they were commanded to kill 
them by cutting the Jugulars^ and devoudy pour- 
ing the Blood into a Hole made in. the Adamabj 
or vegetable Mold, from whence they them- 
felves, as well as the Animals they killed, were 
taken, and to cover the Blood carefully over with 
the fame Mold ; a Pradice obferv'd by all the 
Jews J who are qualify'd, and allowed to kill Ani- 
mals for Food to this very Day with the moll ri- 
gid Stridfaiefs. Though there is a myjlerious 
Meaning in the Reafon afligh*d by God in the 
eleventh Verfe for this Prohibit iotty which I may 
treat upon hereafter in its proper Place ; yet I 
can't help being of Opinion, that a phyJicalKta,^ 
fbn too might be given for it; fince there was 
undoubtedly a wife Reajon for every particular 
ReJlriSlion which God annexed to this Permijfion. 
The real Nature and Properties of this myjlerious 
Fluid remain ftill an impenetrable Secret, though 
it has long been the Subjeft of the Refearches 
of the mofl: able and moft laborious Chemifts. 
—Can we aflign the tnie phyfical Caufe of our 
Pajftons ? Does not the different Force of th^ 
fame PaJjUon in different Perfons feem to depend 
upon the Temperament of the Blood ? If one 
Paflion may be heightened by fome kinds of 
Food, and lowcr'd by others, which may be prov'd 
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ty Eaqpq i me n t, why may not Blood, when us*a 
tt AEmentCdiou^ its Force may be greatly di- 
mmflied when prepared by Fire) have the like 
Efieft in inflaming fome other Paffion by fomc 
fasent inherent Quality, to whofe Mode of Ope- 
ndoQ we arc, and ever muft be abfblute Stran- 
gers ? Now that it has fome liich inherent Qua- 
lity is, I dunk, plainly difcoverable froni its Ef- 
fcfts when us'd as Aliment, and this probably 
might be one wife Reafon for this Prohibition^ 
Our Namralifts will inform you, that thofe ra- 
parious Animals who live by preying upon theif 
Fellow-creatures, are mod fond of devouring 
dieir Prey alive^ whilft the Blood is in a Fluid 
State, and yet reeking ; and that thefe Animals in 
their wild favage State feem to be by their very 
Nature^ of all others the moft cruel and pitilefs, 
I have obferv'd that the hot Blood of the Prey 
whilft living feem'd to be the moft delicious Rer 
paft to the more ferocious Kinds of the variou* 
Beafts of Prey, and that by a peculiar Inftinft, 
or whatever elfe we may call it, they feiz'd their 
Prey in the fame Place where the Jews were di- 
rcfted to kill thofe Animals which were granted 
them for Food. Inftances of this in the finaller 
Kinds of Beafts of Prey are every where to be 
feen in this Country -, where the Poultry of all 
Kinds, the favourite Food of Polecats, Ferrets, 
Weafels, &c. are frequently found bit or torn on 
one Side of the Neck^ and the Blood only fuck*d 
out, wbilft the Flejb of the Bird was left untouched. 
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Of tke largcft Kind of thefe ferocious Animals, 
1 once faw a very Angular Inftance at Florence 
in the Area of the Great Duke oi^ufcanf% Me- 
nagerie, where Speftacles of this Kind are fre-^ 
quently exhibited. A Tyger of a vaft Size, 
which had been for a confiderable Time kept 
fkfting, was let out to encounter a young ftrong 
Horfe, which was appointed for that Purpofc^ 
After the two Animals had for fome Time fhcwn 
a good deal of Addrefs, both m the Attack and 
Defence, the Tyger with one violent Spring feiz'd 
the Horfe by the Neck, threw him, and tearing 
open the Jugulars^ quietly fuck*d the Blood with 
incredible Eagernefs and Pleafure. I obferv'd 
the flanks of this rapacious Monfter heave and 
fall Ukc a Pair of Bellows, by the Adtions of 
Suction and Refpiration, and his Belly dilate^ 
and grow more and more turgid, till he had 
fill'd himfdf with Blood. When he was quite 
ikdated, h^ quitted the Carcafe of die Horie, the 
Flefli of which he feem'd to dc^ife, and retired 
calmly to his Den, and lay'd himielf down to his 
Repofe. 

If we continue this Obfervation with rd|)e& 
to Mankind, we cannot hdp remarking, that 
thole Nations who live by hunting wild Animda 
for their Foodj as the Indians in fereral Patts of 
America J and mc^ of the difierent Tribes dlTat^ 
Jars^ and eat lai^ Quantities of die f\/tS^ of 
Animals newly kill'd, and al^i^ raw ) (for when 
they i;w<^4t;, they endeavoyr to retain u jn\)cb 
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o£ the Blovd as they poffibly can to mak6 the 
Morfel more delicious) we cannot, I fay,. help re^ 
marking, that thofe People are of all others 
the moft favage and inhuman. Nay, if the Ac- 
counts I have read of America^ are true, feveral 
of the Indian Nations, elpeeially in the northern 
Parts of that Country, were arrivM to fuch a Pitch 
oi Brutality as to ^^/ fuch of their Enemies as 
they happened to take Prifoners. May not then 
the eating Bloody efpecially when fo near its na-^ 
tural State, contribute by . fome fecret inherent 
Property (which we can only judge of by its Ef- 
fefts) to inflame their Paflions,. and work them 
up at laft to Aat Degree of Barbarity^ which is {o 
common among thofe Savage*? The Ancients 
feem to have been of this Opinion;, by. the Story 
they relate of Diot^edes a Thracian Tyrant, who 
threw Men whilft living to be devoured by his 
:Horfes, as the beft Means of increafing their 
5peed, and heightening their Mettk: And later 
Hiftprians amon^ft the Romans report, that Cali- 
gula^s Nurfe us'd to dip her Nipples - in Bloody 
whenever ftie fuckled him •, and to this they im- 
puted the uncommon bloody Temper of that 
Monfter of Cruelty. On the other hand Homer 
;^lls us, that '*^tiic GalaSopbagi, or People who 
'.'- lived upon MZit, were of all others the moft 
." hvmlefs and inoffenfive."— I (hall: make no- 
.Apology for this;.Digreffion, in which I have en^ 
.deavQured to 2i£5ffi.z.phxfical Reafon for this- 
foft pojStive. Freapty which was given immedf- 
■ J ately 
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:ately by God Himfelf to Noah^ and declared to 
be of perpetual Obligation to all his Pojlerity 
without DiJtinSlion. I hope you will not think it 
foreign to the Purpofe; efpecialiy when you re- 
flcft, that this Precept was not only again repeat- 
idly given by God Himfelf to Mofes^ and a ftrifl: 
Obedience to it enjoin'd, under' Pain of Death, 
but was again ftrongly enforced and commanded 
to be obferved by a Decree of the General Af- 
fenibly, or Council of the Apoftles and other in- 
lpir*d Perfons, Alls 1 5th chap, where this Decree 
is twice repeated. I muft obfetVe here, that this 
Decree refpcfted only the Gentile Converts^ whole 
Anceftors had for many Ages totally loft all 
Knowledge of that Prohibition ; and that to en- 
force Obedience to it more ftron^y, that Coun- 
cil) which is the only One in the whole Chriflian 
World, which can ever be fuppofed to have an 
Jnconteftible Claim to Infallibility) publickly de- 
ciaredy that this Decree was confirmed by the im- 
mediate Sanation of the Holy Spirif. That this 
Precept was efteemed highly obligatory by the 
primitive Chriftians, is cedent from its being 
long obferved in the Weftern, or Latin Church, 
and in the Eaftem, or Gr^ek Church, even to this 
very Day. That no Man, or coUeftive Body of 
Men whatever, have a Right to fuperfede the Ob- 
icrvance of a Law, when they themfelves ac- 
knowledge that Law to have been given imme- 
diately by God Himfelf and commanded by Hini 
{t^ain and again to be obferved under the fevereft 
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of all Penalties, is, to me, felf-evkieiit. That the 
Obfervance of it has been long negledcd is as evi-* 
fjent I and that it could only have been laid afide 
by that anx)gajnt Set of Men, who moft audaci- 
oufly ajfum€ a Power of difpenfmg with the Ob^ 
fervance of every other Law of God^ as it may 
be moft conducive to their temporal Intereftj is 
too obvious to need any farther Proof or Explat 
nation. Whenever the Jews deviated into Ido^ 
iatry, they were fure to be guilty of a Breach oi 
(his Precept, and tbis Crime was as certsunly pu^ 
niflied with the utmoft Severity 5 and it is cnu- 
{nerated by the Prophets amcmg the various other 
Crimes, for which tjiey were at laft fwept away 
into. Captivity by the Chaldeans. Whether the 
total Difrcgard of this Precept^ which has pre- 
vailed fi> long in the great eft Part of the Cbrif- 
tian World, may not be imputed to them as a 
Crime, and confequently, in fome Degree, at leaft^ 
contribute towdxds filling up their refpe6tive Mea- 
Cures of Iniquity, I kave to your ferious Con* 
fideration. 

I JUST hinted, that one ReaTon for the Pro- 
hibition of eating Blood, might be, that when 
Men were apqpris'd of Ae myfterious Nature of 
■£lood -, a dv»e Senfe of the Dignity and Impatance 
o£ that vital Fluids mi^t be one Means of re- 
jEtraining them from Jhedding it wantonly ovwkk- 
dlyzt^InftigationdS their Puffions. But though 
ii^Jheddmg human Blood vitis fo g^eat a Crime, 
that Cod commanded 00 k& a Penalty than 
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Death to be kiflidbed upon the .^lilty . Ftrfon ; ytt 
the higheft poffible Aggravation oi thid Crkilt 
was, >yhen Mea made their FeUow-treatures tbfc 
Vidims of their iiAuman Sa^rifd^y as thcmdSt 
acceptable of all Offerings to the Deity. Thb 
inibrnal Cuftom was qarried to (o great a Hdghi^ 
that at lz&, thtyjacrificed even th^ir own Chil- 
dren; and as God c^r^unced the mo&dreadful 
Pmu0unent agsunit: all thoTe who werathis Wsf 
criminal, and as Fire and the Sword ircre de 
Jnfirtments gencraUy: "^s^'d to deftroy tiie Vi£bidi 
jiH this kind of S^riSiCes^ fd they were generalljr 
iemploy'd by Go4 ¥l the Puni^meni of die Ati^- 
thors of tikdcdiabalieal OUdtiom. That tbos &th 
jcrable JPra&ice prevaUad throu^ aUtbs Coocb- 
try of Canaan^ is evident from the Htftory of tte 
Bible » 2ind th^ Fir4 binder various £mbiems^wm 
the €biif OJ^ oiWerfinf atnoi^ diat kblatrais 
Feeble. NoM^ ^ the Territories of tSoim y^&t 
a Part of that Couotiy; I don't in die jeaftdoultt^ 
but 4ihe Jnhabitaots of that City Tivere equalfy 
guilty wi& the ^Si of their Neq^hhoon^ and 
though the aboowiible Sin t>f Sidoany was jb 
reigning a Vice aoKiiigft cheqa ^ evea tptaioe 
ks Name from that «bftndonVi City, 71a, "AdfOif^ 
I allow it to be 4»» ^peat Cmfi^ flk i dd im: 
jj^iink St the ^njy Ov^.iThidi pixnroked Okl ID 
niake that Place iudi a dread&il Scene of wO- 
suppled Vengeance. F(»: I ob&rve^ diat ivhan^ 
ever the ^/^i?/ Sighi^us is given to ^any Mm 
.in the iao'ed Writiqg% it cooibaidy ia^fies a 
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Man who is diftinguilhcd as a Wbrjhipper of 
the OnVf Tnte God, in Oppofition to diofe who 
had revolted, and turn*d Idolaters. Now as Mo- 
fes tdls us, that not Ten Righteous Men were 
CO be found amongft that WholeTeople ; it feems 
to n^ very evident, that they were to the full as 
guilty of the fame Idolatry, and, coniequendy, of 
the ^MWiiimpious Rites oSW^or/hip by bum^n Sa- 
crific€sjLfts thereftof tbe^^G»»^ij»//tfj; Though, as 
the horrid Crime of Sodomy -feems to have been 
their darling^iot^ and remaiicably more fo than 
of any of their Neighbotti:^, it feems moft certain 
that, that Sin alone fully cofHpleated the Meafure 
of their liiiqufty, and brought on their Deftruflion'- 
For if not Ten Men could have bdcn found amongft 
them but what had been wMtj/addiSed to this moft 
unnaiuralYxcc, Profagntiim would foon have been 
at an£»i,aodtheveryi6irMf thittabominablePeo- 
ple muft in a fhort Time have been totally extinEt. 
The ancient Gertnam^ and other northern Nations, 
arc feid by Gr/ir^uid feme other of die RotnaH 
Hiftorians, to have been guilty of this inhuman 
Cuftom of facrificing their Fellow-creatures ; but 
that feems to be a Story taken upon Truft fix)m. 
Hearlay only, or i^ther forg'd, as I don't find it 
at all confirmed by proper Evidence t I therefore 
tbmk the Veracity of this Pait of their Hiflpry is 
gready to be fufpefted. But that the Pensions 
and Mexicans had long \KtTi guilty of this moft 
execrable Impiety \ that they had from Time im- 
memorial conftandy facrifiCd a certain Number 

of 
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•of their Prilbners taken in War, to their chfef 
Idols, is a Fad never yet denied, or fo much, to 
the beft of my Knowledge, as difputed. When 
they had at length therefore quite \^Zri up the 
Meafure of their Iniquity^ God permitted the Spa- 
niards to dif cover that Country, and then deliver'- 
id them into the Hands of thole rapacious and 
mercilefs Invaders. 

If then the Almighty conftantly Ihcwfd His 
Detefiatim of this Crime, by the terrible Pu- 
nifhments He iriflifted iq)on the Offender s^ fhall 
we be at dl furpri%^d at the Fate of the City 
of Lijbon^ or at thofe repeated Strokes of Divine 
Vengeance which the unhappy Kindom of For* 
tugal ftill groans under ? Need I defcrrbe the 
lavage Horrors of the mercilefs Inquijition ? Was 
not every Auto de Fe a fliocking Scene of reli^ous 
Butchery^ where Numbers of unhappy Wretches, 
without Diftinftion of Age or Sex, were offered 
up by Fire ? And were not thofe infernal Sa^ 
trifices always attended with the whole Parade 
of Ceremonies generally us*d in the moft folemn 
Afts of their Religion ? Do not thefe miserable 
Sufferers fall Viftims to the Avarice as well as 
to the Bigotry of the InquiGtors ? Are they not 
totally ftript of their whole Subftance ? then af- 
ter they have undergone all the moft agonizing 
Tortures^ whkh the fFit or Malice of their dia- 
bolical Tormentors could invent^ are they not 
-dra^'d out of thofe horrible Dungeons, weak 
knd emaciated with Hunger, drefs^d up in Fool's 

Coats^ 



;[ .45]] 

0»ts^ and ^ca efcorfed tQ thf^ Place of Sacrifice 
by Pcrfons. of the firft Ranky wijdx all the Pagean- 
try of thar Religion, amicift. the Acclamaiions of 
li^ mo&: igfwrant, and moft kiginei Race of 
>fcn, that ever pretended to the N(fme of dfrif 
tians ? Are not the great efi Pari of thcfe mifev 
lable Vkaims, People who difftt from them in 
Modes of Faith only -, and arc .there not fome^ 
limes Cbrifiians ^ffetr'd up, whd h^Jpea to diffent 
from thfjn only in feme Qpiftiottp ? Hare not re* 
f^ffous Men (as they are'«rm'd; the chief Sut- 
perintendance of thefe nioft i^npious Solemnities ; 
and are not thofe bloody 'M§n (a Race truly 
worthy, of their firft Founder,- ;that Fhrehrand Do- 
XDinick) the Perfons who prefide at that helliftl 
Tribunal ? Though the J&ws are ?b^ chief Ob- 
jeiSs of their* Cruelty, would not: thofe Chriftians, 
whom they fiiU Hereticks^ Jhare the fame dread/ 
iul Fatie, if they were not afraid of drawing upoii 
riiemfelves the juft Refentment of the differeac 
Prot^ant Powers in Eur^e ? I hope. Sir, you 
will cxcufe the JVarmth with which I have ca&- 
pirefe'd my Sentiments upon this Syibjea -, im, I 
think there cannot be a mwe palpable Mockeiy 
o£ God, than fuch an open and impious Fiolar 
/iw of One of His frft »nd greateft L«ws, «|ir 
der a Pretence <tf doii^ Hkn Honour y nor « 
greater Indignity offered to ^ Religwfy q( whicfc 
they boaft themfelvcjs to be ^pure^ and moflk 
zealaus Profeflbns •, a Rel%ion which, at the6»^ 
Time, breathes throughout the f»oft exskedn mA 
5 , ^^ 
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the mod unhounded Charity. — That Idolatry wai 
the higbeft A61 of Treafon which could be com- 
ttiittiSd againft God, is evident from almoft every 
tage in the facred Writings ; and that Deftruc- 
tion was conftantly denounced againft every Na- 
tion which perfifted in this Crime : And even 
prophane Hiftory can inform us, hoW certainty^ 
and how feverely this terrible Decree was put in 
execution^ fince thejre is fcarce any thing now left 
befide^ the bafe Memory, of all thofe powerful 
Nations, whofe fitial Doom God denounced by 
His Prophets for their obftinate Perfevcrance in 
this Sin, which Doom we find recorded in theif 
feveralU^ritings.—lvtixi^i own Sir, 1 have learn'd 
iny Ndtion of Idolatry from the Writings of Mo- 
fes and the Prophets in their original language % 
nor can I reconcile rtiy felf to thofe fcholaftic Di- 
ftinStitns of the Latria or Supreme Worfhip due 
and paid to God only ; the Hyper dutiay or MiddU 
kind of Worjhip^ as I may term it, peculiar to 
the Virgin Mary^ atld their t>ulia or Inferior 
kind oi Worfhip with which the Catholicks (a^ 
they term themfelves) are pleas'd to Honour theif 
Saints of both Sexes. I cannot find the leaft 
Foundation for thefe DiftinStions in the Scrip- 
ture ; I muft therefore conclude them to be the 
poor Subterfuge of a Set of Dejigning Men, whofe 
private tnterejl^rft prompted them to contrive 
this Mode of Worfhip^ and "who from the fame 
lucrative View'yrtrt obliged to fupport it againft all 
Oppofition. Mofes informs me, that God not 

H only 
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only forbade any Aft of Adoration to ba paid tq 
any, even the moll excellent of * his Creatures, 
but even to make any Ima^ge or RefemHance of 
Bimjelf^ left they Should in Time entertain the 
fame low grovelling Idea of Bis Divine Natun a& 
the idolatrous Nations a6hially did a,t that Time» 
and like them degenerate fo far at laft, by being 
familiaris'd to thofe kinds of material Refem- 
blances^ as to worjhij^ His Creatures. The Rea- 
fon for this Prohibition I find thus given by God 
Himfelf, Deut.iv. 15, 16, Csfc. " Take ye 
*' therefore good Heed^ linto your felves, (for 
" ye Jaw no Manner of Similitude on the Day 
*' that the Lord Ipake unto you in Hanei out (rf 
*' the midjl^ of th^ Firc ;> Lpft ye cfrnn^t your- 
" felves and make you a Graven Image the Si- 
*' militude of any Fi^ure^ or Foruh the Likene/s 
" of Male or Female^'* &c. And the Reafon is' 
gievn afterwards, in the 19^1 ven "Left thou 
** fhouldft be driven^ or tempted to worjhifi theni 
" and tQ ferve them." Judge then, Sir,, bow I 
muft have been lhock*d, when every Church 
in the CathoUck Countries through all which \ 
have travell'd, ftruck me with the hlq^him(m 
Reprefentation of the Supreme Being, uiidfi;r the 
Figure of a venerable old Man ; eithw » ^.grof^en 
Image or a painted PiSure. But if aay hwge or 
Similitude of the Supreme God was fij ea^refsly 
prohibited, what muft we think of that vaft 
Number of Images of He and She Saints witb 
which their Churches are crowded i each of which^ 

on 



on their relpeAive tloliclays, are drefs'd Qiit in the 
reigning McMe of the Country, and bedeck'd 
with all the Qrhamehts arid even Trinkets of Mo- 
dern Finery? In \^hat Light can we confidcr 
the offering Incenfe, the G^nufleftions and Pro- 
ftrations before thtk/enfelefs SlockSy and addrefling 
'the ProtO'types^ or Perfons they reprefent, in 
Terms applicable only to the Supreme Being? 
All this I have frequently ktn and heard ; but 
as I am not meddling with Controverfy, I muft 
refer you for ampler Proof to thofe Uafphemous 
Pieces the F falter and Offices of the Virgin Mary, 
^ &c. But before I quit this Subjeft, I cannot help 
juft mentioning that ludicrous Cuftom of the 
Mariners of i. certain Catholic Nation in duck- 
ing the Image of their Patrony Saint Antonio, in 

* the Sea, after their Prayers to him for a fair 
Wind have prov'd inefFeftual ; becaufe I find it 

'^ttcaftly parallel to the Behaviour of the OJtiacksj 
a favage People m Siberia *. The poor Oftiack 

* dfefles up his coarfe Wooden God with Pieces of 
RagSjFurSy &c. (all xht Finery which he is Majier 
of) places bij^ in a Tree, befmears him with the 
Blood and Fat 6f Beads, and implores from 

' him Plenty of Game and good Luck in bunting. 
If he fails of Succefs, his Praters are changed 
into' Tbriatnifigs, and if his /// Luck ftill conti- 
nues, he drags his God from his Tree, throws 
him into a Pit of Ordure, and bids him lye there 
till he is in a better Humour. When he judges 
* Se« tKc Hiftory of Siheria, by a Z'wfdljh Officer. 

'■ * Ha by 
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\yf bis Change of Lucky that his God's Humour 
is altered too for the better, he takes him out of 
his filthy Place of Punifhment, waflies anddreffe$ 
him up again in freih R^gs, reinftates him, in his 
former Poft^ befmears him afrefli with the Blood 
and Fat of the Game he has kill'd by Way of 
Offerings and tenderly expoftulates with him fof 
hi3 Behaviour to him whp had been his con-- 
fiant Worjhippr^ frankly telling him, that his 
pwn pullm Humour wa^ the Occafion of his being 
treated with fo much Indignity, If Jome Excufe 
may be made for the poor ignorant and unen- 
lightened Oftiackj none certainly can be admited 
for fuch People who enjoy the double Advantage 
oi Revelation and Learning ; and \{ Idolatry is de- 
Un'd in the fagred Writings " to be the wor- 
*' (hipping any thing whatfoever, which is ftiled 
^' in Hehrewy Lo Eh Not God,*' we g^uft con- 
clude the Portuguefe to be more grofs Idolaters 
than any of the moft favage j^ations, 

I CANNOT here omit one remarkable Circum- 
fiance^ whigh, I own, ftrikes me very ftrongly 
upon this Occafion. The facred Writers inva- 
riably agree, that Idolaters were to be always 
funijbed with Death as guilty of the highefi poffi- 
hie AS of Treafon againft their Almighty Sove- 
reigns and their various Idols with their Tem- 
ples and all the various Apparatus of their /^<?r- 
fiip^ were commanded conftantly to be deftrofd 
by Fire, Thig terrible Decree was fometimes 
^ecuted by an immediate Exertion of the Divine 
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Power on fome Jignal Occafions ; but generally by 
the Agency of human Means in Obedience to the 
Divine Commands. Now as no authentic DeitaU 
of the Particulars of the dreadful Cataftrophe of • 
Lijbon^ St. Ubes^ Faro^ &c, in that unhappy 
Kingdom are yet come to hand, I cannot be 
^uite fo explicit in the Application of this Jiriking 
Remarky as I may perhaps be, when we are fur- 
nifhed with a faithful Relation of th? whole Af- 
fair, and a diftindt Defcription of all the direful 
Circumjlances which attended this Scene of Ruin. 
All Accounts hitherto received agree ; — That the 
Earthquake began, and that Fire compleated the 
Defolation of Lijion ; ^nd they only differ as to 
the Origin of this dreadful Jnjlrument of De- 
ftruflion. Some Accounts affirm j that it burfi 
in an extraordinary Manner out of the FiJJures of 
the Earth; other Relations fay, that it arofe 
from the more ordinary Means of Lamps and 
Candles lighted up before their Altars^ or from 
culinary Fires. From which of thefe Caufes it 
proceeded, we are not yet able to determine ; but 
this however we may moft certainly conclude ; — 
that F/W was one principal ^^/// employ' d in the 
Subverfion of that late magnificent City. 

I PROPOSED, Sir, to have concluded this Let- 
ter long before j but as fucceflive Accounts ar- 
riv'd Poft after Poft of the continued Progrefs of 
thefe various Commotions ; as they came fo thick, 
that, like JoV^ Meflengers, they feemed to tread 
upon pne another*? Heel$ : I cQuld not lay down 



my Pen, *till I had made fome Inquiry into the 
Moral Caufe, which I thought of infinitely more 
confequence for us to know at this JunSure than 
the Phyfical\ fmcc from the tmwleige of the 
Moral Czxik and that only, we may learn the (rue 
Means of quieting our Fears, and infuring our 
Safety. If our Accounts are to be depended 
upon, the firft Perception of thefe Commotions feems 
to have been in the North of Europe^ and they have 
fince been felt, not only in various Parts of Eu- 
' rope^ but in Africa and North America \ though as 
Ships arrive from more diftant Countries, we may 
very probably hear of the dreadful Ravages they 
may have made in different Parts of the other He- 
mifphere. Their Directions feem at prefent (for 
we can only judge by the very imperfed Ac- 
couts we have as yet received) to be chiefly to 
the Southward and the Weftward, and what 
Affurance can we have, that they may not con- 
tinue their Progrefs round the Globcy and at laft 
terminate where they firft began^ and perhaps too 
with redoubled Fury ? ^The more I reflect up- 
on the Circumftances attending thefe Commotions'^ 
the more I am confirmed in my Opinion, that 
the true . philofophical Solution of thefe terrible 
Phenomena is to belbught for only in the facred 
Writings^ and in their Original Language only. 
For I could never yet meet with any Tranflation 
that ever came up to the Force and Energy of the 
Hebrew \ nay, in numerous Inftances, (which I 
may probably have Occafion to take Notice of 

in 
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m my fubfequcnt Letters) have fo much as givei^ 
lis the true gennine Idea or Meanings which the 
Word^ when traced up to its Root^ moft evident- 
ly carries in the Original. I am ftill more and 
more convinced, that the Great Beep is the Place 
from whence all thefe ftfange Commotions take 
their Rife, and that from the violent and re- 
peated Impulfes of the Waters through the Foun- 
tains or Apertures of the Great Deep, all thefe 
IVater-quakes \ all thofe quick and unufual Fluxes 
and Refluxes of Tides 5 thofe terrible Inunda- 
tions from the Sea, and furious Eruptions of 
Water out of Mountains, ting'd with the Ccdour 
of Minerals lodg'd in the Fiffures through whiib 
they were impeird, may be accounted for, and, 
in my Opinion, from that only. From that 
mighty Store-houfe of tVaters, and that Treafury 
of the Winds, which are emphatically ftiled in the 
Scripture, God's Store-houfes and God's ^reafu* 
riesy I deduce the Origin of all Hurricanes, Tor- 
nadoes, Whirlwinds and Water-ipouts, and thofe 
Kinds of Phenomena, which aie a Part of the 
Wonders of God in the Deep, and happen fb fre- 
quently in the hot Climates. I have frequently 
ebferved in the main Ocean (when we were at a 
great Diftance from Land, and the Weather per- 
fectly calm) a Column of Vapour rife (lowly out 
rf the Sea, afcend gradually higher and higher, 
and grow thicker and darker by the Acceflioa oi 
Vapours continually afeencfing, till it formed a 
Body Qf Clouds of va& Extent and aa amazing 

Blacknefs. 
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Blackftefs. The Cortlequence of this Phenome^ 
non was always a very hard Gale of Wind ac- 
companied with terrible Thuhder and Light- 
mug and a very heavy Rain, Vhch continued 
till that B^dx of Vapours was totally diffipated. 
I have obferv'd the fame Phenomenon both in the 
Baliic and Northern Sea in the Summer Time, 
and undoubtedly the fame might be ohferv*d 
there in the Depth of Winter •, if thofe Seas were 
navigable at that Seafon ; as Thunder-ftorms 
frequently happen, even in Winter, in the high* 
eft Latitudes that ai*e inhabited. That the Sun 
may have fome Influence in affifting the Afcent 
of this viftble Column of Vapours when atj and 
above the Surface of the Ocean, is very proba- 
ble ; but that the Heat of the Sun (at that time 
equally diffused over the vaft Ocean where I firft 
obferv'd this Phenomenon) ftiould only affeft one 
very fmall Part of it and not the other, feems 
to me impoflible ; for the Safe of the Column of 
Vapour at the Smrface of the Water did not feem 
to be half a Mile in Extent^ and the Diftance of 
it from the Ship I then was in, was not jud^d to 
be a League by by our ableft Mariners. No, 
Sir, it is evident to me, that this Column aroj& 
through the Ocean from thofe immenfe Treaju^ 
ries of God, out of which He calls forth His 
Storms and Tempejis \ and the terrible Thunder 
and Lightning, which enfued, convinces me^ 
that it was violently impelled through the Fijfures 
Qf the Earth beneath the Area of the Ocean, 

and 
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Stod Was ftitong^ impregnated With Particles of 

the Minerals^ as Sulphur, Nitre, C^r. vrhich were 

lodged in thofe Figures ; which Particles // burri- 

ed upwards diotig with it in its Pajfage. I am 

ftill moie confirmed in my Opinion, when I re- 

•&a upon thofe frequent and Violent Eruptions of 

Vapours in Greenland even in the Midft of the fe- 

vereft Winter. The Danijh Miflionaries, who 

have been Eye-witnejfes o£ this Phenomenon j 

afiure us, that thcfe Vapours arife out of the 

Sea with an Explojion equal to the iWyj of 

Thunder y tear vaft iJ///i in folid Bodies of /^^ 

of an incredible Thicknefs, and appear in the 

Form of a thick Mift above the Surface, and are 

i(^ hot as to Jinge the Eye-browSy and Beards^ and 

even yj:/?rfi& the F^r^j of the Inhabitants, who are fo 

unfortunate astobefurpriz'd andenyelop'd in them 

at the Time of their Eruption. Now, as the Suil 

is at that Time at, or near its Summer Soljtice in 

the Southern Hemi/phere^ and, confequently, at its 

greateft Diftance from that Part of the Globe ; it 

is npt poflible that it can hare any Share in the 

Produftion of this odd Phenomenon. That the 

Jir or Ether J 2ind Lights including Fire^ are the 
Principal Agents employed on th^ Occafions 
under the immediate DLrefbion of the Ruahh 
will, I hope, appear very evidently in my other 
Letterty when I Ihall defcend to particulars. 
And in Reality, are we Judges of the moft im- 
menfe compreflive Power of the Ethers^ " in 
*' which // the Strength of God^^ as it is moft 
I emphatically 
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. emphatically cxprefs'd in Scripture? Can we ^i- 
mate the amazing Force and Velocity which can 
be exerted by Lighl including Fire? Yft, maiy 
indeed form fome X:/^^ of it from the dreadful 
and alnioft inftantaneous EffeSls of Lightnings and 
alfo (though in a much inferior Degree) from the 
EffeSls of Rays of the Sun coUedted and concen- 
tered by a Concave Speculum* 

You will obferve. Sir, that in this long Let- 
ter, I have only thrown out Hints relative to the 
Principles of the Mofaic Philojhpby^ and that till 
we have a diftinft and circumftantial Detail of 
the Particulars of thefe various Phenomena found- 
ed upon proper, authentic Evidence, it would be 
^ime thrown away to attempt their Solution. For 
the Accounts we have received at prefent are fo 
vague and imperfedt, and fomctimes fo contra- 
. diltory^ that they feem rather calculated to amufe 
or ajlonilh^ than to inform us. I muft beg Leave, 
however, to conclude with a Remark which I 
had omitted •, becaufe I think it extremely a0o- 
Jite to the prefent State of our own Nation. — 
The Prophet Ezekiel tells us in the i6th chap. 
49th ver. " that the Iniquity of Sodom was Pride, 
*« FuUnels of Bread and Abundance of Idle- 
** nefs." — The word Sheket in Hebrew^ here tranf 
lated Idlenefsy conveys a very exterjhe Idea^ and 
means that Kind of voluptuous Indolence, which 
arifes from the Security of Peace,, and the Af- 
fluence of all the various Means of Luxury ; and 
iSj firialyfpeaking^ the Idlenefs 0/ the Mind j and 
'8 is 
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is to be dijlingui/hed from the Hebrew, word Gnat- 
felab^ which lignifies the Lazinefs, or the Idle- 
nels of the Body as to manual Labour. The 
Idlenefs of the Mind moft certainly includes the 
Idea of the Idlenefs of the Body -, and as x)\t former 
was the great Source of Vice in Perfons of the 
higherRank inLife; fothe/^/Z^r was very- probably 
the Bane of the loweft Clafs of People, and 
might give rife to Thefts, Robberies, and fuch 
rapacious A6b of Violence, as we our felves too 
fatally experience at this very Time, and from the 
V try fame Caufe. The Idlenefs of Sodom there- 
fore confifted in what we now exprefs-by the 
falhionable Term of killing Time ; that is, in 
wickedly throwing away that Time which (hould 
have been fpent in the Dif charge of their Duty 
towards God and Man, not only in the Commif- 
fion of the moft atrocious Crimes, fuch as that in- 
fernal Vice to which that City gave Name ; but 
in all the other Confequences of Luxury arifing 
from Wealth and Plenty, fuch as Drefs, Diver- 
fions, 6fr. — Should we now bring the prefent 
Siaie of the Manners of our own Country to 
this Tteji^ I fear the Refemblance would be top 
ftriking. — If IdolaCiy confifted in transferring the 
Allegiance due only to the Creator and paying it 
to His Creatures -, Infidelity, a Crime which 
iprcads fo gready in our Nation, is an adtual Re- 
nunciation of all Allegiance to God, and faying^ 

Both are evert ASs of flat Rebellion and Treafon 

againft 
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sigainft our Almighty Sovereign^ and both are c- 
' qiially doom'd to the fame Punijhment. I believe 
too, that the almoft total Corruption of Mntmers^ 
and the infaiialle Ra^, as I may juftly term it» 
for DiverJionSj luch as Oardt^ the Publick Gar- 
dens J theatrical Entertainments^ &c. which pre- 
vail fo immoderately in this Country, nay, even 
at this moft alarming Junffurej too nearly re-^ 
femble the ldknt{so( Sodom. 

To draw a pcrfeft Portrait of the prefent 
State of this Nation, would be a Tajk too invi- 
dious : I muft therefore refer you to that ftrong 
Figure of the Manners of the Britons when they 
were totally over- run by tlie Saxons^ as drawn by 
Gildas *, and as you find the Refcmblance more 
or lefs fimilar, fo you m^y judge of what may^ or 
may not be expefted at diis Junfture. — ^In the 
mean Time I know but one Way to deprecate 
the Divine Vengeance, and flop the up-lifted 
Thunder bolt i which is, by having Recourfe to 
thole Means yf\i\c\i God himfelf.has appointed for 
that End in the facred Writings, — Would but 
each of us endeavour to be a Good Ai£iiir,'then^ 

Si Fradus illabatur Orbis 
Impavidum/m^»/ Ruina. Hor, 

f St€ Glldas de Excid. Brhaa. 

I am, SIR, 

Tours, &c. 
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